
Walk 5

SHEEN COMMON, RICHMOND PARK AND WIMBLEDON COMMON

Distance: 8 miles (or 5 miles if buses are used to return to starting point)

A circular route across high ground in Richmond Park to Wimbledon Common, with fine views 
which create the illusion of being in open country. In fact, it is entirely within the Greater London 
area. It barely touches roads except for a mile in the optional return route through Roehampton. 
Some stretches may be muddy in wet weather.

Buses: 33, 337 or 493 (Mon - Sat) to The Black Horse, Sheen Road. Stop named Manor Road/ 
North Sheen.

Station: North Sheen rail station. On reaching the road (Manor Road) turn left over level crossing 
up to the road junction with traffic lights. Cross over the road, the  Black Horse in Sheen Road is 
on your right.  Turn Left and continue past Courtlands estate .

Car Parking: Possible in roads near The Black Horse, off Sheen Road.

Refreshments: Cafe by windmill on Wimbledon Common. Pubs in Roehampton.

8 October 2016 – route walked and document updated to draft form.

Starting from The Black Horse in Sheen Road, cross Queens road at the traffic lights and walk 
300 yards towards East Sheen past the Courtlands estate until reaching a tree-lined avenue on the 
right, with a sign indicating that it leads to East Sheen cemetery. About 100 yards up the avenue 
there is a wooden barrier on the left of the road. Go through this on to Sheen Common and take 
the broad gravel path on the right which leads to the pedestrian gate to Richmond Park known as 
Bog Gate, about 300 yards ahead.

Go through the gate and take the broad path straight ahead (ignore main path going right). Fork 
right shortly after passing Holly Lodge and its outbuilding on the left. The path goes round to the 
right, keeping a fence to the left. A road can be seen ahead. Cross this and go straight ahead. 
There should now be a fenced plantation on the right. Follow the path to the brow of the hill. 
From this spot on a clear day there is a fine view over the Surrey countryside. Slightly to the left 
the two lakes known as Pen Ponds will be seen below. Take the broad path which leads to them 
and continue along the causeway between them. Follow the path straight on until you pass the 
lakes. From this point, White Lodge may be seen through the trees on the left, a large 18th 
century house now used by the Royal Ballet School.

Continue on the path until you reach the car park on the right, cross the road just ahead and climb 
the slight grassy slope, bearing right to pick up a grassy path. Follow this path with a wood and 
rhododendrons on the left for about 200 yards, but when it bears round to the left, take instead a 
grassy track which runs ahead across open grass towards trees, and Robin Hood Gate car park 
beyond about a quarter of a mile away. (Public toilets here.) On reaching the car park turn right 
and at the crossroad go left down the path to Robin Hood gate. Leave the Park by this gate and 
cross Kingston Bypass using the pedestrian crossings.

On the other side of the road take the broad gravel path which leads to a brick bridge over 
Beverley Brook. Turn right beyond the bridge, along a path by the side of the brook with playing 
fields on the left. At the end of the playing fields, opposite a wooden footbridge, turn left. When it
bears round to the right after 100 yards and forks, take the left fork. Continue on this through the 
wood and finally up a slope to reach a golf course on top of the hill. At the next fork there is  a 
small clump of birch trees (white bark) between the two paths: take the left hand path and, 
ignoring the next right fork, follow on straight across the golf course. After passing on the right a 
memorial stone (shaped like a trig point) to soldiers of the Kings Royal Rifle Corps who trained 



here in the First World War, walkers will shortly come to a broad gravel track forming a T--
junction. Turn left along the track and when you reach the road, cross it and follow the path round
to the Windmill and cafe. Food may be obtained  here daily all the year round. There are also 
public toilets. On leaving the windmill, cross the car park to the far right corner. Then take the 
path which leads straight down into a hollow, then fork right and cross a main path. When you 
come out the trees turn left and climb up a large mound. Follow the path over a series of these 
mounds, formed of soil excavated for the Tibbet's Corner improvements in the 1960s. Descend 
past a monument commemorating the 300th anniversary of a rather more historic occasion, the 
first parade in 1661 of the Tangier Regiment which was formed to mark the handing over of 
Tangier to Britain by Portugal on the occasion of the wedding of Charles II and Catherine of 
Braganza.

Leaving the memorial on your left, continue on the same path sightly downhill on a broad path. 
After passing a pond (muddy hole!) on your left, bear to the right and take the subway under the 
main road on your left. A few yards past the exit, fork right on path which bends round to the 
right. Continue on the path as it bears left round the edge of a small pond and continue on a track. 
Where it meets the main track cross over going half right. You will soon see the spire of 
Roehampton church on the left. At an open space turn left down a grassy path towards the church.
On going through a large gap in a hedge turn right towards a leaning  pine tree by some cottages. 
Join a path from the cottage and follow it down towards the road. On reaching the road, go left 
and follow down past the church to Roehampton Lane. To finish the walk here bus 493 on 
Medfield Road (one road down Roehampton Lane from church on right) will take you back to 
The Black Horse or on to Richmond station.   

Longer Walk (8 miles)

Continue for about half a mile down Roehampton Lane through what, at the turn of the century, 
was still a quiet village but it is now a busy thoroughfare, though some of the grand 18th century 
houses remain. Opposite Queen Mary's Hospital turn left down Clarence Lane and left again at its
junction with Priory Lane to enter Richmond Park through Roehampton Gate, a few yards away. 
Turn to the right inside the Park along a footpath which keeps near the park wall on the fringes of 
a small wood, crossing Beverley Brook by a small footbridge. Approaching Sheen Gate, pass 
Adam's Pond on the left. Cross the road and continue along the footpath through a wood, and near
the park wall, back to Bog Gate. Go out through the gate and follow the gravel path across East 
Sheen Common back to Sheen Road and the starting point.




